2008 Prices:  No price change this year!!!!!

$475 if paid by March 1,2008

$525 if paid by June 1, 2008

There are new sites being added to the CSA. They are not all finalized. If you should need to change your site to one more convenient, we will make the changes.

Happy New Year! I am not sure how last year went by so quickly; but, it seems that I have no choice in the matter. Thanks you for participating in the 2007 CSA. Family owned farms are in danger of being swallowed into a food system that does not support them, even though these farms are the base of the whole system. Our description of our CSA is a mutually beneficial relationship between farmer and consumer. Farmer or consumer are no longer subject to the whims of the larger food system where prices fluctuate, farmers can be paid less than what it costs us to grow the crop, government subsidizes a loosing system, consumers have no knowledge of the path or safety of the food sitting on their table. 

Words like organic, locally grown, food miles, carbon footprint are spoken everywhere. I can’t tell you how many people start a conversation with have you read: The Omnivores Dilemma; or Animal, Vegetable, Mineral? It seems that everyone is reading and wanting to know the path of their food sitting on their table. Here is where I will add a fact that surprised one of my own sisters, (I won’t tell you which one). 

Organic food is the only food that is required by law, to be traced from your table, back to the farm where it originated, in what field and what day it was picked. 

Conventionally grown food has no requirements to give you that information. It could be from Florida, California, or Maryland. Local was a term used in the produce industry to mean east of the Mississippi, Florida to Maine. Now the term local is changing. Local will be followed with a mile term, 200-mile radius or 100-mile radius. We try to keep our CSA within a 50-mile radius. 

Last year was not perfect or without a few growing pains. There were some crop failures; i.e., strawberries and Brussels sprouts. (We are working on those problems for this year.) The strawberries are closer to the house and have a deer repellent as well as electricity surrounding them. We will also cover them this spring to be sure early budding isn’t damaged by late freezes. The Brussels sprouts had harlequin beetle damage. They were a problem for many organic growers last year. I think Chinese Weeder Geese are the answer. (Stay tuned to see if I get to try them. Drew won’t know I wanted to try these until he proof reads this letter to you.)

In September, we had our tomatoes canned by a processor. This was to ‘stall our harvest.’  The tomatoes were processed into #10 cans, their only size can. I have not found a processor who can do the 1-pound can on the East Coast. These cans are our tomatoes crushed, nothing else-no water or salt. We still do not have the labels finished but are selling them without labels. A #10 can is restaurant size, and they sell for $6 / can. They are being used by:  Atwater’s, Dogwood Restaurant, Woodberry Kitchen and Goucher College’s food service – Bon Appetite. Retail sale of these cans of crushed tomatoes is available at Mill Valley Garden Center. 

This winter we purchased some greenhouses from a friend who is moving. They all need to come down and then go up again. Watch out, and you may not want to answer your phone- we may be calling for anyone with a cordless drill/screwdriver to assist in removing them and building them here. They will be used as season extenders. We hope to be able to harvest crops earlier, for example, tomatoes.

This year’s new crops will include spaghetti squash. It was supposed to get planted last year and we forgot. That is where we are so far, if you have any questions please contact us. I am speaking at several drop sites this year to explain the CSA to interested people. There will be a listing on the website of times and places. There is a membership form attached.

Healthy Local New Year,

Joan

PS He said no weeder geese. Then changed his mind, No weeder geese if it involved him. So I’ll be ordering 12. Sometimes you just have to try something new. 

