Hello CSA Members,

Time has come to begin sign up for the 2012 Season. 

24 weeks beginning June 3, 2012 through November 17, 2012.

If paid by March 17, 2012:

Full share $520

Half share $270 

If paid by June 1, 2012:
Full share $570

Half share $295

All sites from last year are returning this year. 

Change Messiah will be a Tuesday pickup.

Biotelo Update

Many of you know of our use of Biotelo, the biodegradable mulch, rather than the traditional plastic mulch made from petroleum. We decided to begin using it in 2009 because we feel it is better for the environment. It is made from non GMO corn, and breaks down into carbon and water whereas plastic mulch must be removed and put in a landfill where it does not breakdown. One Straw Farm uses enough mulch to fill 4 dumpsters a year. 

We were issued a letter of noncompliance on April 1,2010 from the Maryland Department of Agriculture. We appealed MDA and subsequently, USDA. The letters are all posted on our website. Two weeks ago we heard from USDA. They fell that Biotelo is a synthetic material. Since we can not remove it at the end of the season (which would make it ok) and it is not on the approved for organic use list, it can not be used. We could appeal again. It would require huge amounts of money and we would loose. 

If the USDA takes away our certification the reapplication process is difficult and can take several years. If we surrender our certification, we could reapply as soon as Biotelo is approved. Needless to say we have decided to surrender our organic certification.

The use of Biotelo is the only reason we are not certified. None of our practices will change.

It is important to us that we are very honest about how we are growing food for you. We discovered another third party certification that covers more than just the growing methods. It requires that we improve our stewardship of natural resources, provide safe and fair working conditions, and ensure humane treatment of animals. This certification is Food Alliance Certification. We were the first to be certified in the State of Maryland.

Food Alliance provides comprehensive third-party certification for social and environmental responsibility in agriculture and the food industry.


It is our hope that the USDA will approve Biotelo in the United States. It is our hope that our appeal will facilitate this approval. We hope that you will continue to support us during this process. If you have any questions please feel free to let us know.

Attached is the copy of the surrender letter to the USDA.

We look forward to feeding you again this year.

Joan and Drew Norman

