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19718 Kirkwood Shop Road, White Hall, Maryland 21161

410-343-1828, 410-357-9857

joan@onestrawfarm.com
April 14, 2010

William Rawlings

Maryland Department of Agriculture

50 Harry S Truman Pkwy

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear William Rawlings,

One Straw Farm LLC is a family owned and operated certified organic vegetable farm in Maryland. Our farm has been farmed organically since 1983, and became certified in1986 when we found an organization to certify our farm. Currently we farm 175 acres; half the acres in vegetables, and the other half in hay. We have a 2000 family CSA, serve 5 farmers markets, 5 restaurants, and wholesale. 

On April 3,2010 we received a Notice of Noncompliance, from the Maryland Department of Agriculture. It states that pursuant to: 

NOP 205.622 (c ) (6) Plastic or other synthetic mulches: Provided, that they are removed from the field at the end of the growing or harvest season.

The plastic, poly vinyl chloride (PVC) mulch was completely removed from our fields. 

We are rebutting the alleged noncompliance. We are in full compliance to the NOP according to:

NOP 205.206 (c ) (6) :

( c) Weed problems may be controlled through:

(1) Mulching with fully biodegradable materials

The notice refers to our use of Biotelo. Biotelo is biodegradable mulch made from Mater-Bi. Mater-Bi is a corn starch based raw material which ,“breaks down in to carbon dioxide and water, with no mulch residues in the soil,” (Cornell University 2006, Biodegradable Mulch Product Testing). 

Mater-Bi is the material from which Biotelo is made. It is certified biodegradable and compostable by Biodegradable Products Institute (BPI), AIB-Vincotte International, Ecocert Canada, and PROTEMA Agri. It is certified with biodegradation standards EN 13432, UNI 10785; and international biodegradation test methods  ASTM 6400,ASTM 6868, ISO 14855, ENISO 114852, EN ISO 14851. 

Biodegradable Products Institute explanation of biodegradable and compostible,

 ‘Member companies that have their finished products certified as meeting ASTM D6400 and / or ASTM D6868 can use the logo to provide assurance of compostability or biodegradability.’, 

Products are tested in approved, independent laboratories. BPI's scientists check the data to verify that the products meet requirements in ASTM Specifications D6400 or D6868. The ASTM Specifications used by the BPI resulted from eight years of intensive work by leading scientists, resin producers and the composting industry.

Passing these specifications mean that a product will biodegrade completely, quickly and safely-just like kraft paper, yard trimmings and food scraps. ASTM D6400 is designed to cover plastic films and bags. ASTM D6868 is for packaging that is designed to be composted, including plastic coated paper and board.

Based on the afore mentioned certifications of biodegradable we contend that we are in full compliance under the NOP regulations and ask that the Notice of Non Compliance be rescinded.




Sincerely,





Joan Norman





One Straw Farm LLC, Owner

